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Religious Affiliation and Suicide Attempt

Kamta Dervic, MLD., Mana A. Oquendo, NLI)., Michael F.
Grunebamn, ML.D., Steve Ellis, Ph.D., Ammsley K. Buke, PL.D.,
and J. John Mann, MNL.D.

OBJECTIVE: Few studies have mveshgated the association between
religion and swcide erther in terms of Durkheim’s social mtegration
hypothesis or the hypothesis of the regulative benefits of religion. The
relationship between religion and suicide attempts has received even
less attention. METHOD: Depressed mpatients (IN=371) who
reported belonging to one specific religion or descnbed themselves as
having no religious affiliahon were compared in terms of their
demographic and clinacal charactenistics. BESULTS: Eeligiously
unaffilated subjects had significantly more lifetime suicide attempts and
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